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Chetan Bhagat: Not the best but the bestselling 

writer 

IANS | Oct 20, 2014, 12.43 PM IST  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Chetan-Bhagat-Not-the-best-but-the-bestselling-

writer/articleshow/44885539.cms 

He admits he may not be in the same league as the literary greats of India when it comes to fiction, but he has revamped 

the concept of 'bestsellers'. This, says novelist Chetan Bhagat, is because his stories are written for Indians. 

 

The 40-year-old was interacting with the alumni and students of the Indian Institute of Technology-Delhi in the first 

'Distinguished Alumni Lecture' series here Saturday evening. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Chetan-Bhagat-Not-the-best-but-the-bestselling-writer/articleshow/44885539.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life-style/books/Chetan-Bhagat-Not-the-best-but-the-bestselling-writer/articleshow/44885539.cms
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During the hour-long lecture on 'From Institute to Bollywood', the author of the bestseller "Five Point Someone" that 

was adapted into the blockbuster movie "Three Idiots", spoke about how by listening to his inner self he embarked on a 

journey that changed the course of his life. 

 

"When my first novel came in 2004, there was a different literary landscape in India. It was the time when many young 

people were learning to speak in English for better job prospects," said Bhagat. 

 

"I know that I am not the best writer in India, but I am the bestselling writer because I write for the people of my 

country. I write in the language they understand and converse with them through this," he added. 

 

The entire conversation turned out to be a light-hearted evening for the audience, which applauded, giggled and 

laughed at Bhagat's impeccable sense of humour. The audience could associate with Bhagat's nostalgic references to the 

culture, the girls' attitude towards IIT (Indian Institute of Technology) boys and the daring things he did during his stint at 

the institute. 

 

He advised them to be more adaptive in life because "brilliance is not just enough to survive in this world". 

 

"You have to realise that adapting is winning. Being smarter or intelligent is not enough in this world. How many times 

do we see a brilliant man heading a company? Then we look at them and wonder: 'Our fundas (basics) were better than 

his, but why aren't we there?' So, be more than what you are," said the author. 

 

Bhagat, in his many interviews, has maintained that he isn't writing to win literary prizes but is using writing as a tool to 

teach English and make people read books written in simple English. 

 

Even his latest novel "Half Girlfriend" is the love story of a non-English speaking Bihari boy and a Delhi girl. Through this 

'language divide', he is not just narrating a tale, but reaching out to mofussil India that aspires to "speak flawless English" 

to find societal acceptance. 

 

"These days, people are associating language with intelligence and this is creating a social-caste system. I want to stop 

this elitism," he said. 

 

"Educated girls don't want to date a guy who doesn't speak English and this is what I have tried to bring out in my 

novel," he added. 

 

Bhagat said that he wanted every slum dweller in the country to be able to read his books one day. 

 

"I want to change people's thinking by writing, so that they can elect better. I use my writings, novels and columns to 

focus on that aspect and hope my message reaches out to a large audience," he concluded. 

Lava attempts Guinness World Records for ‘Longest 
Self Photographs (Selfies) Relay Chain’ at IIT Delhi 
 
http://www.lightreading.in/lightreadingindia/news-analysis/298335/lava-attempts-guinness-world-records-self-
photographs-selfies-relay-chain-iit-delhi 

http://www.lightreading.in/lightreadingindia/news-analysis/298335/lava-attempts-guinness-world-records-self-photographs-selfies-relay-chain-iit-delhi
http://www.lightreading.in/lightreadingindia/news-analysis/298335/lava-attempts-guinness-world-records-self-photographs-selfies-relay-chain-iit-delhi
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Mobile handset maker Lava International attempted the world record of longest self-photographs relay chain at the 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi Annual Festival, Rendezvous where 816 students participated in the rally of 
clicking selfies by Lava Iris X5. More than 800 selfies were clicked at the IIT Delhi campus, said the company’s release. 
Lava has worked with IIT Delhi event team over the last few days to ensure that all guidelines specified by the guinness 
world records are met, it said. All the selfies were clicked by Lava Iris X5, a smartphone recently launched by Lava and 
positioned as ‘made for selfies’. The smartphone has a 5 MP front camera with flash, auto focus and a wide angle lens. 
“This is a proud moment for each one of us, as together we have made this the first attempt by any Indian brand to 
achieve something as unique as this,” said Tarun Verma, DGM, Marketing, Lava International. New Delhi headquartered 
Lava was started in 2009 and is now one of the top Indian brands in the mobile handset industry 
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IITs to house Centres of Excellence  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/iits-to-house-centres-of-excellence/article6518656.ece 

The Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises plans to open centres of excellence for technology 

development in capital goods at four Indian Institutes of Technology, and at the Central Manufacturing 

Technology Institute, Bangalore.  

Disclosing this in his convocation address at Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi Viswa Maha Vidyalaya here 

on Sunday, Union Minister of State for Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises Pon. Radhakrishnan said the 

centres to be set up at the IIT-Madras, Delhi, Bombay and Kharagpur and at the CMTI would have design, 

manufacture, assembly and testing infrastructure and laboratories, to be manned by system development 

engineers and scientists. These centres might help to develop new technology and sub- or total systems and 

even demonstrate a limited series of production themes to bring the products to the level of commercial 

worthiness.  

Claiming that the ‘make in India’ campaign was set to open windows of opportunities to young graduates, he 

called upon them to rise to the occasion and make the country a nerve centre of industrial activity.  

He said the real pride lay in innovation, and not in imitation or transplantation of technology. The country, 

which performed reasonably well in the services industry and became a destination for outsourcing, should 

concentrate on manufacturing, as there was an overriding priority to undertake technology development in 

different fields. 

Medals and degree certificates were awarded to the students at the convocation, held in the presence of Kanchi 

Kamkoti Peetathipathi Jayendra Saraswathi and chaired by Chancellor S. Jayarama Reddy.  

IIM - Kozhikode to host 2nd pan-IIM world 

management conference 

13 IIMs supported by HRD ministry come together for globalizing Indian thought 

Chennai, Oct 20:    

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/iim-kozhikode-to-host-global-management-

conference/article6520257.ece 

Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Kozhikode will host the second Pan-IIM World Management Conference 

supported by the Ministry of Human Resources Development and collectively organised by 13 IIMs.  

The conference will be held at IIM Kozhikode campus in Kerala, from November 5 to 8, 2014 on the theme 

‘Globalizing Indian Thought,’ said the institute in a press institute.  

The theme,‘Globalizing Indian Thought’ emphasises the Indian management approaches that have found 

international recognition in recent times.  

Indian businesses have evolved their own management styles such as Jugaad innovation and India as a country 

has a rich legacy of its original science such as yoga, Ayurveda, vastushastra, among others. These practices 

and techniques have caught global attention.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/iits-to-house-centres-of-excellence/article6518656.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/iim-kozhikode-to-host-global-management-conference/article6520257.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/iim-kozhikode-to-host-global-management-conference/article6520257.ece
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The conference aims at bringing together global scholars to one of the fastest growing economies of the world. 

The conference will deliberate on issues that will impact global management thoughts in the years to come.  

Prof. Kulbhushan Balooni, Director, IIM Kozhikode said, “IIMs have different functional and sectoral 

expertise, region specific industry access and clout and understanding of local practices. Collectively IIMs can 

emerge as a formidable force in exploring newer frontiers of management science. The West is increasingly 

interested today in decoding the phenomena in the emerging markets.”  

The conference will have experts from Wharton Business School, ESCP Paris, policy makers, leaders from 

Indian industry who would share Indian management thinking and how it can impact global businesses.  

Apart from the Common Admission Test (CAT), this is another big platform that brings all IIMs together.  

INDIA LAGGING BEHIND IN FIELD OF 

MEDICAL RESEARCH, SAYS PM MODI  

Hindustan Times (Indore) 

NEW DELHI: Noting that India is way behind in the field of medical research, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

on Monday said much more needs to be done and asked doctors passing out from AIIMS to give back to society 

which has “contributed” in making them what they are.  

He also asked doctors to work among the poor in far-flung areas at least for a week in a year.  

“You are so lucky to have studied in an institution like AIIMS. I leave you in hope that as children of mother 

India you will give back to society which has given you so much love...,” he said at the 42nd convocation of the 

institute.  

Modi said Indian doctors have made a name for themselves world over but the country was far behind other 

countries in the field of research.  

In an apparent reference to health minister Harsh Vardhan’s remark that over 40% of AIIMS doctors go abroad 

for work, Modi said he was not aware if the thought of giving back crossed their mind as the country diverted 

budget from different sectors to their field, which made them what they are.  

 

Outlining qualities of a good doctor, he said; “Good doctors are the ones who associate themselves with the 

patient and not just with the disease. They work to help develop patient’s confidence.”  
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What These IIT-ians Are Doing To Support Rural 

Education Will Warm Your Heart 

http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/what-these-iitians-are-doing-to-support-rural-education-will-warm-your-

heart-228057.html 

The high amount of discarded paper and the sad state of education in rural areas has inspired 17 B-Tech 

students from IIT-Delhi to participate in a pioneering eco-friendly project to help the sad state of rural schools 

in the country. The team in association with resident welfare associations (RWAs) collects waste paper from 

Delhi neighborhoods and corporate offices in Gurgaon and Noida to have it recycled into notebooks. Currently 

1000kg of waste paper produces about 700 notebooks at a small margin. 

 

brainbuxa 

It doesn't just end here, the team wants to venture into the production of desks made from discarded cardboard 

cartons after a man in Mumbai produced a prototype, that can be folded into a schoolbag. It is being used by 

Aarambh, an NGO based in Navi Mumbai, unfortunately the material is weak and non water-resistant. 

http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/what-these-iitians-are-doing-to-support-rural-education-will-warm-your-heart-228057.html
http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/what-these-iitians-are-doing-to-support-rural-education-will-warm-your-heart-228057.html
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homecrux 

The notebooks are sold at Rs. 5 each while the team is developing a school kit made of other recyclable 

materials. We hope this endeavor makes a difference to the lives of children who are not blessed with the 

privilege of a wholesome education. 

'DRDO wants young blood in research' 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/DRDO-wants-young-blood-in-research/articleshow/44890881.cms 

BHUBANESWAR: Often under criticism for being dominated by aging scientists, Defence Research and 

Development Organization (DRDO) plans to infuse more young blood into its research, DRDO director general 

Avinash Chander said here on Saturday. 

 

"DRDO is currently recruiting around 60 scientists annually. We are looking to induct about 300 a year. I have 

sought government support for this," said Chander, who is also the scientific adviser to the defence minister. He 

was speaking to media persons on the sidelines of the third annual convocation of IIT Bhubaneswar (IIT-BBS) 

where he was chief guest. 

 

The research organization will focus on development of small unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) and 

sophisticated communication equipment to deal with "invisible" enemies, he told the reporters. 

 

Earlier, addressing the IIT-BBS convocation, Chander said, "Research is a neglected domain in our higher 

education structure. Successful research programme offers vast possibilities and can make a difference in the 

lives of people. The world has seen many countries devoid of natural endowments but still progressing solely on 

the strength of indigenous technological advancements and research." 

 

Chander said the universities and institutes have to be breeding grounds for creative pursuits and source of 

cutting edge technological developments. "The quality of our research has to be comparable with the best in the 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/DRDO-wants-young-blood-in-research/articleshow/44890881.cms
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world. Our researchers have to cooperate with one another to find solutions to critical problems. New products 

have to be designed that are useful to the common man," he said. 

 

Premier technical institutions such as IITs and NITs have a responsibility to spearhead research in various 

branches of science and technology, he said. 

 

The DRDO chief lamented the fact that the standards of education in many our institutions are below 

benchmark. Chander said governance structures have to be supportive of innovative ideas and also facilitate 

faster decision-making. 

 

Chander said India stands tall as a reckonable power for its technological prowess and the country is looking at 

the new generation to lead with new ideas. 
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